1 KNOWING GOD
Through The Life of Abraham
 
 

I. THE GOD WHO CALLS
 
John 17:3—And this is the eternal life, that they shall know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.
 
We thank the Lord for gathering us together. Every time we are privileged to gather together unto the name of our Lord Jesus, I always feel that it is a special grace of God because we are living in the end days. We do not know how many more times we will be able to gather together in this way. As a matter of fact, there are many places where God's people are not able to meet together in this way. Who are we that we are so privileged? I do feel that we should treasure such times, that we will not allow such times just to pass without God's purpose being realized. So may we gather in the spirit of prayer, looking to the Lord that He will really meet us and that we will meet Him, too. Then our gathering together will not be in vain.
The theme of our conference is: Knowing God. There is no knowledge more fundamental and basic than the knowledge of God. And there is no knowledge more sublime than the knowledge of God The knowledge of God is so essential to us. It means life or death to us. All the other knowledge in the world, whether you have it or whether you do not have it, does not decide your eternity. Only the knowledge of God determines your life or death and it is eternal life or eternal death.
So, as we consider together this matter of knowing God, it is something that is very important to each one of us. God is Spirit. How can we know Him in a living and real way?
 
Romans 1:19-20—Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested it to them, — for from the world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, -so as to render them inexcusable.
 
Even though God is invisible, yet He has manifested Himself to man. By observing the things that He created, we may know of His divinity and eternal power. We know that He is the Almighty God. Who but the Almighty God is able to create all the things in the universe? At the same time, we realize that God is divine. He is not like us human beings. He is divine. That is His nature. So through the things that we have seen, through these visible, created things, we can know the invisible God.
 
THE UNKNOWN GOD
When the apostle Paul was in Athens, he noticed that the Athenians seemed to be a very religious people because he saw many shrines in Athens. And he saw an altar which was dedicated to the unknown God. The Athenians at that time were noted for their knowledge and wisdom. They spent their time just in telling and hearing news. They speculated and philosophized about everything, yet they knew that there must be a God that was unknown. In spite of the fact that they worshiped all kinds of gods, somehow, instinctively, they realized that there must be a God above all gods; yet this was a God unknown.
So the apostle Paul told them on Mars' Hill, that this unknown God is not unknowable. As a matter of fact, if you think about it, you will discover that it is this God who gives us life. He gives us everything. In one blood, he made the nations. He predetermined their times and their boundaries. By looking into human history, you will realize that there was Someone behind human history, Someone who is in control. And by observing history, you can sense God. As a matter of fact, we live and move and exist in Him. But in spite of the fact that God has manifested Himself both in created things and also in human history, we could only know God in an external knowledge. By our human reasoning, by our thinking, by our human understanding, we could conclude that there must be a God, but this God was a distant God. This God was an objective one. There was no personal relationship. Therefore we can say that by all these things we may know something of God, but we do not really know God.
 
KNOWING GOD
Brothers and sisters, isn't that true with our past experience? Maybe with most of us, we believed that there must be a God, there must be a Creator, there must be Someone who is in control of human history. We often say, "What is history?" History is His story. It is the story of God. It is the story of our Lord Jesus Christ. Even so, we find that this is an unknown God because there is no contact with Him. So we cannot say that is the true knowledge of God.
How can we really know God? The only way to really know God Himself is to know Him in life. That is why it says in John 17:3: "To know Him, the only true God and to know the one whom Thou has sent: this is eternal life." We can put it in another way. How do we come to know God? We must know Him in life. It is life that gives us the knowledge of God. This is the only real living way of knowing the living God.
We thank God, because even though God is the greatest mystery in the universe, yet it pleases God to reveal Himself to us. The apostle Paul tells us: "It pleased God to reveal His Son in me." That is Paul's personal experience. Before that time Paul, whose name was Saul, was a very religious young man. He was brought up in a religious Jewish family, an orthodox family, a Hebrew of Hebrews (see Philippians 3). Even though he was born in Tarsus, a Gentile city, yet his family still spoke Hebrew.
Many families, such as the Chinese, that have moved away from their native land today and migrated to different countries, even though the parents still speak their native tongue, the children begin to speak the language of the land. Many Chinese children do not speak Chinese. But there are some families who, even though they live in foreign countries, still speak Chinese.
This was the case with Saul. He was brought up in a very orthodox Jewish family. Probably, when he was twelve years old, he moved to Jerusalem and studied the Law under the greatest rabbi of that time. He was a student of Gamaliel, so he knew everything about the Law and all the traditions of the fathers. He had great knowledge about God. He told us himself that he was a Pharisee, a Pharisee of Pharisees. He was so zealous; and he was more advanced than his contemporaries.
We would say that Paul was a person who knew much about God. Because he had such great knowledge, he was trying to serve God. But he served God according to the tradition of the fathers.
There was no personal, direct knowledge of God. Very few can compare with him as to his knowledge about God, yet he did not know God. And he persecuted those who believed in Jesus Christ. He thought that by doing this he was serving God. How blind he was! Until one day, the Lord Jesus met him on the road to Damascus. Because God knew his heart, God knew that he was sincere, that He was seeking after God, therefore God met him. God appeared to him. The Lord Jesus said to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"
And Saul said, "Who are You, Lord?" In other words, he did not know God. He had much knowledge about God, yet he did not know who the Lord was. After the Lord appeared to him, then his whole life was transformed. He received a new life. He said, "It pleases God to reveal His Son in me."
After that revelation from above, he received a new life. He received the life of God's Son, Jesus Christ, and in that life he knew God. God became a personal God to him. God was no longer a distant God, a God in his mind. He became a God in his heart. God dwelt in him. There was a relationship between him and God. It was a relationship of life. And since this relationship was formed, his whole passion was to know Him.
In Philippians 3, he tells us that because of the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ he considered everything as dross because the living, true knowledge of Jesus Christ is the treasure. To know Him was his life-long passion. Even when he wrote the letter to the Philippians, he had known the Lord Jesus for a number of years already, yet he said, "My passion is to know Him, to know the power of His resurrection, to have fellowship with His sufferings, to be conformed to His death that I may arrive at the out-resurrection from among the dead."
The more you know the Lord Jesus in life, the more you long to know Him. To know Him is life. The quality of our life depends on our knowledge of God. The more we know Him in life, the better, the higher is the quality of our life. So our prayer is that God will create within us a passion for the true knowledge of God, that we may hunger and thirst after Him, and that we will want to know Him more. The more we know Him, the more we want to know Him. So may the Lord give us such a desire, such a longing!
 
THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB
In the Old Testament we find that there is a compound name of God. Our God has many names, because by His names He reveals who He is. Among the Chinese, especially, when the parents give names to their children, usually the names are given with very good meanings. And our God has many names, and every name reveals something of Himself. But in the Bible, not only in the Old Testament, but in the New Testament too, God has a compound name: He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. In that compound name, God reveals something very important to us. It shows us that God is not a distant God. God is a God who has a personal relationship with man, with individual persons.
Some people who believe in God have a concept that God created the universe and human beings, but after He created everything then He had nothing to do with what He had created. But God is the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. In other words, our God is one who has personal relationship with us as individuals. He is not a God who has nothing to do with us now, who created the world, who created mankind, and now says for us to do as well as we can. Now it is our business and He will have nothing to do with the universe or nothing to do with man. God is not like that because God is love. The very essence of God is love. And because of this, He wants to have a personal relationship with us, with each one of us as individuals. He loves to reveal Himself to us personally. He knows that every one of us is different.
If you read the story of Abraham, you cannot but acknowledge that Abraham is a great man. If you read the story of Isaac, you find that Isaac is just a common person. He does not seem to have anything spectacular in his life. There is also nothing too evil or wrong in him. He was just a common person. If you look at Jacob, you find that he was such a tricky person, very evil in a sense, but God can reach everyone. If you are a person like Abraham, He can reach you. If you are a common person like Isaac, He can touch you. And even if you are a person like Jacob, He can work in your life and transform you. There is no one that God cannot reach—no one too good to be reached, no one too evil to be reached, and no one too common to be reached. Thank God, He is for everyone! He loves each one of us so much, and He wants to touch each one of us.
God is the God of Abraham, but not Abraham alone. In that compound name, He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. In other words, our God is so infinite, His grace is so abundant, and there are such unsearchable riches in Him, that He cannot be limited to one person. It takes all the people to show us what a God He is. He is not only the God of Abraham, He is also the God of Isaac, and He is also the God of Jacob. And by knowing Him as the 'God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, then 'we come to a fuller knowledge of God.
God touched the life of. Abraham and He became the God of Abraham. God touched the life of Isaac and He became the God of Isaac. And God touched the life of Jacob and He became the God of Jacob. As the God of Abraham, He revealed through Abraham's life that God is the Father. Being the God of Isaac, He revealed through Isaac's life, God the Son. And being the God of Jacob, He revealed through Jacob's life, God the Holy Spirit.
Our God is a triune God. Therefore, in being called the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, He reveals that He is God the Father, God the. Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He wants us to know Him as Father, and know Him in life. Through life, we know that He is God the Father. Through life, we know He is God the Son. Through life, we know Him as God the Holy Spirit. This is knowing God, and this is what we want to consider together.
Do we really know God the Father? Do we really know God the Son? Do we really know God the Spirit? And it is not something we know in our head. It is knowing Him in life that He has touched us, He has dealt with us, and there is such an experience of Him in a personal way. This is knowing God.
We would like to consider together how God became the God of Abraham, and how we can know God the Father. We would like to use the comment of the Holy Spirit that is in Hebrews 11. We know that the Holy Spirit made a comment about the life of Abraham, and He shows us three things. By faith, Abraham went out when called, not knowing whither he was going. By faith, Abraham sojourned in the Promised Land as a stranger and sojourner. And by faith, Abraham, when tested, offered up Isaac.
 
GOD CALLED ABRAHAM
Hebrews 11:8 "By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive as an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going."
If you go back to the book of Genesis you find in Genesis 11 that Terah begot Abram. Now, the name Abram means "high father." When a child was born, the father had some thought about the child. He might have some expectations concerning that child, so he called his child, Abram, high father. What does it mean? It means that probably Terah's expectation was for this child to have many sons and many daughters. But strangely, the Bible tells us that he married Sarai, and Sarai was barren. It must have been a great disappointment. He was supposed to be a high father and yet he had no child. We might think it was a tragedy. And yet God had a higher thought for Abram.
God's thoughts are always higher than our thoughts. God's ways are always higher than our ways. Here is a man who was expected to be a high father, but what a tragedy! He did not even have one son, and it was God who shut up the womb of Sarai. For what reason? God had a higher thought for Abram. You remember that later on God changed his name to Abraham. At that time, he still had no son, and yet God said he would be called Abraham, "father of a multitude"; not only "high father," but "father of a multitude." That is God's thought for this person.
 
EVERYTHING MUST BEGIN WITH GOD
Brothers and sisters, here is the first meaning of fatherhood, the first indication of the revelation of God the Father. Father means "the beginning." God was to be the beginning of the life of Abraham. What was natural had to come to an end so that God could be his beginning.
When you open the Bible, the first word is: "In the beginning God." This is the first spiritual principle in the word of God. Who is God? What kind of God is He? He is the beginning. He is the first. He is the Alpha. He is the originator of life. Everything must begin with Him. Whatever does not begin with Him does not count. Anything that does not have its beginning in God will be brought into death so that God can be the beginning. And this is what you find in the life of Abraham. God will not allow man to be the beginning. God Himself is the beginning. That is the reason why God shut up the womb of Sarai. At that time it was a tragedy to Abraham, but actually, God meant to bless him.
So I think for us to know God the Father, the first spiritual principle is to realize that everything must begin with God. That is the beginning of our spiritual life. Before God begins in our life, that natural life does not count. Even after we believe in the Lord Jesus and He is the beginning of our life, yet how often we still live in the old life. We still have expectation in our flesh, and this is the lesson we need to learn—all flesh has to go into death. It is a very tragic experience, and yet it is necessary because God Himself wants to be the beginning. This is knowing God the Father in life.
Before we believed in the Lord Jesus, we tried to achieve salvation by ourselves, by that old life. We tried to accumulate enough merit to be saved. We thought of righteousness according to the Law. But God has to bring us to the end. We discover that there is no good in us. No one can save himself by his efforts. Only after we are brought to that end can we begin to see that it has to begin with God. "But God, rich in mercy and love." He has to be our beginning. But remember, this is not only true in the beginning of our Christian life, it must be true throughout our Christian life. This explains to us why He has to bring us to death in order that He can begin with us. And this is the first meaning of fatherhood.
 
THE GOD OF GLORY APPEARED TO ABRAHAM
When Abraham was in Ur of Chaldea, the God of glory appeared to him (see Acts 7:1). When you read Genesis 12, it seems as if God spoke to Abraham in Haran. But actually, if you go to Acts 7, you find that even when Abraham was in Ur of Chaldea, the God of glory appeared to him and called him.
Today, Ur of Chaldea has already been excavated. They discovered that Ur of Chaldea was a city of idols. According to tradition, Terah, Abraham's father was a maker of idols. Abraham was born in such a city and in such a family, yet the God of glory appeared to him. Again you find God had to take the initiative. It was not man who took the initiative. God always takes the initiative. So it was God who appeared to Abraham and called him to leave his native land and his kindred and to go where God would lead him. And the Bible tells us that Abraham obeyed; by faith, he obeyed. But when he went out, he did not know where he was going.
God appeared to Abraham. The God of glory appeared to Abraham. Now, what is glory? Glory is a term that is impossible to define. When God appeared, there was glory. In the Bible the word glory is a synonym of God. God is glory. You cannot define it. It is indescribable because our God is the self-existing God. He is the God of eternity. He is the omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient God. He is love. He is holiness. He is purity. He is beauty itself. The Bible tries different ways to express the glory of God. Sometimes it uses the symbol of fire. When they see the appearance of God, it is like the burning fire. Sometimes it is an indescribable light. Sometimes it is symbolized by brilliant gold. And sometimes it is even described as a dark cloud, yet there is glory within it, the Shekinah glory of God.
Glory describes God as unique, that He is different. He is above all. He is indescribable. There is satisfaction, pleasure in Him. He is perfection. And this God of glory appeared to Abraham. When Abraham saw the glory of God, immediately all those idols became shameful. The glory of God was such that it blinded the eyes of Abraham to his surroundings. Ur of Chaldea was nothing compared to the glory of God. All his relationship with his kindred became nothing. He was called to leave everything of the old behind and just go where God was leading him.
 
GOD CALLS US BY HIS GLORY
Dear brothers and sisters, do you know that God calls us by His glory? II Peter 1:3 "As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue."
His calling is a glorious calling. His calling is not something cheap, something small. God called Abraham by His glory. That is to say, God was going to lead Abraham into glory. And the same thing is true with us today. God called each one of us by His glory. He reveals to us how glorious He is. He reveals to us His unsearchable riches. And He is leading us into glory.
Oftentimes, we think of God's calling as just calling us out of death into heaven. But we need to remember that He calls us by His glory. That is why you find Romans 8:30 tells us that whom God has foreknown, He has predestinated. He called them and He justified them. Whom He justified, He glorified. His calling is that we may be conformed to the image of His beloved Son. Our Lord Jesus is to lead many sons into glory. Our calling is an on-high calling. And because Abraham saw the glory of God, he was able to leave everything behind and follow the Lord.
We need to see that we are called according to His glory. If only the glory of the Lord will appear to us, if only we can see His beauty, if we can see His loveliness, if we can see His holiness, we will be so attracted by Him. Then naturally, we will be able to leave everything that is old behind us and follow Him.
When the God of glory appeared to Abraham, do not think that what God called him to do was irrational. When you see the glory of God, that is the only way you can go because glory puts everything else in shadow.
 
ABRAHAM'S RESPONSE
How did Abraham respond? He responded by faith. Oftentimes we say, "Faith is blind." Sometimes we say, "It is a leap of faith." This is only half-true. It is true that when faith is being exercised, you are no longer being led by feeling. You are no longer led by the visible. You no longer depend upon what you can see and hear. So far as these external things are concerned it is true: Yet, faith is not blind. Faith may be blind to these external things, may be blind to your own feeling, but spiritually, faith is sight.
Abraham went out by faith, not knowing where he was going. He was blind; he did not know where he was going. But Abraham knew God. He did not know where he was going, but He knew God was leading him.
What is faith? Faith is looking away from everything and looking steadfastly unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Without seeing God, you cannot have faith. Faith cannot be manufactured. Faith is seeing God, seeing the glory of God. And because of that, faith rises within your heart. You can trust the One whom you have seen. Glory is a reality.
So brothers and sisters, how we also need to respond by faith! May the Lord Himself reveal to us His glory and then we will respond by faith.
In the life of Abraham we see how God revealed Himself to him as God the Father, that He is the beginning, that in every step of his life, God had to take the initiative. Then also, He shows that He is Father because the Father loves. And because He loves so much, He wants to share His glory with us.
I often feel this way: When we talk about God the Son, it seems as if He is more tangible. We seem to be able to understand God the Son. But when we talk about God the Father, oftentimes it is a little bit vague. We know that He is our Father, but in what ways? How much do we know Him as the Father? How much do we really know Him in life? I feel that this is a most necessary knowledge that we must have.
So may the Lord reveal Himself to us as Father. If we really know God the Father, something will happen. That father character will in turn be incorporated into us. That is the reason Abraham is called the father of faith because he knew God the Father. That father character began to' characterize him. If we really know God the Father, then the same thing will happen to us. The father character will begin to be manifested in our life. May the Lord help us!
 
Let's have a word of prayer:
Dear heavenly Father, we do want to praise and thank Thee because Thou art not the unknown God. Thou hast manifested Thyself as the God of Abraham. And in the life of Abraham, we can know Thee as our Father. We do pray that Thou wilt always be the beginning. Do not allow us to initiate anything. Bring us to our end that Thou mayest be always our beginning. We do pray, Lord, that Thou wilt continue to draw us with Thy glory, that we may enter into Thy glory. We praise and worship Thee in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
 
 

II. THE GOD WHO PROMISES
 
Hebrews 11:9-16—By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is the artificer and constructor. By faith also Sarah herself received strength for the conception of seed, and that beyond a seasonable age; since she counted him faithful who promised. Wherefore also there have been born of one, and that of one become dead, even as the stars of heaven in multitude, and as the countless sand which is by the sea shore.
All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. For they who say such things chew clearly that they seek their country. And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.
 
Let us have a word of prayer:
 
Dear heavenly Father, as we gather together here in the name of Thy beloved Son, we know that Thou art. here with us. Truly we are standing on holy ground. Lord, we do remove our shoes and cover our face before Thee. We are here to listen to what Thou bast to say to us. Do open our understanding. Give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation. Bring us to the true knowledge of Thyself. Lord, we long to know Thee. We long to know more of Thee. We want Thee to have a full place in our life. Thou art the only One who is able to do such a work. We trust Thy Holy Spirit to do it. We believe that this is Thy will. We ask that Thou wilt answer us, in the name of our blessed Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
 
We are considering the theme: Knowing God. There is no subject more essential to our lives than knowing God because it means life and death to us. There are two ways to the knowledge of God. One way is to know Him in our mind, and the other is to know Him in life. But these two kinds of knowledge are as different as heaven and earth. What we know with our mind is a false knowledge because we only know of Him. But to know Him in life is the true knowledge of God because we know Him, not just about Him.
So, I believe we all realize that there are these two different kinds of knowledge. Unfortunately, so far as the knowledge of God is concerned, we know Him with our mind much more than we know Him with our life. We realize that this is our problem. So we need to look to the Lord that He will deliver us from knowing Him just in our mind and bring us into that living knowledge of Him in life. This is the prayer of our hearts.
Our God is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. We used this compound name of God to help us into living knowledge of Him. We mentioned before that the name of God reveals who and what God is. And it is by revelation from above that we come to know Him in life. He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. How He revealed Himself to these men! How He dealt with these men! How He transformed the lives of these men! How He proved Himself real and living to these men! And how He enabled these men to know Him in an experiential way! So God is called the God of Abraham. He is called the God of Isaac. And He is called the God of Jacob.
In the lives of these men, we come to see God in a living way. By what God has done to these men, we believe that God is able to do the same to us. It is not our interest just to know Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, however interesting their life stories are. This is not our interest. Our interest is to know the God of Abraham. We want to know the God of Isaac. We want to know the God of Jacob. The reason we mention these men and go over their histories is because through their lives we see the hand of God. We see the heart of God. We see the will of God. We see what God has done to them so that we may know the same God, because their God is our God. The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob is our God.
So our main interest is in knowing God through these men. These men are just vessels. These men are just means to an end. We may forget them, if only we receive God, if only we remember God. So we hope that even though we seem to go over the histories of these men in detail, yet we do not want to be bogged down with these men. May these men disappear and may God appear to us. This is our prayer.
 
GOD IS THE BEGINNING
My part is to share on the God of Abraham. We have mentioned that the first meaning of the God of Abraham is that He is the beginning. "In the beginning God." God being the Father, He must be the beginning. So we find in the life of Abraham how God began in the beginning. When Abraham was in Ur of Chaldea, when he lived in the city of idols, when he was brought up in a family that were idol makers, you find that God called him. The God of glory appeared to him. God made a beginning in his life. God called him to come out from his land, come out of his kindred, and go to the place that God was going to show him.
In the call of God, God made a beginning in the life of Abraham. He was not to continue to live on with his old life, to live in the old way, to live under the old environment. God called him to come out and to live a life that was totally different from before. In other words, God was calling him to live a life of faith because when he left, he did not know where he was going. The only knowledge he had was that he knew God. God was calling him to come out of himself and unto God Himself. This was a new beginning in the life of Abraham, and this is the first principle of God the Father.
What God did to Abraham, He does to each one of us. It is not that we seek after God; it is God who seeks after us. He takes the initiative. His grace comes upon us. His salvation comes to us. He calls us out of our old environment, our old manner of life, our old relationships, even from our old self. He calls us out to come unto Him that we may live a totally different life.
 
CALLED BY HIS GLORY
Thank God He takes the initiative. From the very beginning He shows us that He is .the Father. And He calls us by His glory. He does not just call us according to our condition. We know what our condition was. We know that we were sinful, that we were under the wrath of God, that we had no hope, and we were destined for eternal death. But thank God, He saved us. He saved us out of our sins and He saved us unto heaven. We are very grateful for that. But God is not satisfied because He called us by His glory. He called us into something that will satisfy Himself We have said before that God is glory. So when God calls us, He has to call us to satisfy His own glory. What a glorious calling we have! It is an on-high calling; it is a holy calling. He calls us that we may share and enter into glory. Whom He has predestined, whom He has chosen, He called. Whom He has called, He justifies. And whom He has justified, He glorifies.
When God called Abraham, He called him to glory, and it is the same way. He deals with us. So do not limit what God has done. Let us have glory before us.
The way to respond to the call of God is by faith. We look away from everything. We look away from our environment. We even look away from our feeling. We just look steadfastly upon Him. By faith,. Abraham obeyed; and may this be the same with us.
By faith, Abraham sojourned in the Promised Land as a stranger and sojourner. As you read the Bible, you see there is a difference between what is recorded in Genesis in the Old Testament and what is recorded in the New Testament in Hebrews 11 or Romans 4 concerning Abraham's life. In Genesis, the Holy Spirit gives us the actual history of the life of Abraham. In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit gives us the spiritual history of Abraham. In the Old Testament the life of Abraham is presented to us in his real, actual, life. But in the New Testament God reveals to us what grace has done to this life. In the Old Testament you find many of the failures and weaknesses of Abraham. In the New Testament you find it is all faith and victory. It does not mean there is any discrepancy in the word of God. It only means that the Old Testament shows the real life of Abraham, but the New Testament shows what grace has completed in that life.
 
GOD IS ALSO THE END
When the God of glory appeared to Abraham, we need to remember there is a little difference between the record in Genesis and in Acts 7. In Genesis 12:1 when it says, "And Jehovah said to. Abram," in the original it says, "Jehovah had said to Abram." "And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of the land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee." It seems as if what God said to him happened in Haran. But according to Acts 7, in the testimony of Stephen, he said, "The God of glory appeared to Abraham when he was in Ur of Chaldea.”
As a matter of fact, it was when Abraham was in Ur of Chaldea that God appeared to him. God called him to leave his native land and his kindred to go to the place that God would show him. Did Abraham obey? On the one hand, we find that when Abraham saw the God of glory, he was so attracted by God's glory, he was willing to leave all the past behind. He did have the faith to rise up and to follow God. But when you read the record in Genesis 11, you find that it was Terah, his father, who took Abraham, his wife Sarai, and his nephew Lot out of Ur of Chaldea to go to Canaan. But they stopped midway and stayed in Haran.
So we need to know exactly what happened. The glory of God appeared to Abraham. The call came to Abraham and Abraham was willing to obey. God took the initiative. Unfortunately, Abraham consulted with flesh and blood. Evidently he talked with his father. We do not know exactly what happened, but we can imagine. When Abraham told his father that the God of glory had appeared to him and God was calling him to leave his native land and his kindred to go to the place where God was leading him, his father must have said to him: "You must be mad. How could God appear to you? Probably it is a dream. How can you leave everything behind? That is so unreasonable. And you do not even know where you are going."
Evidently his father must have tried to persuade him not to do such a foolish thing, but Abraham was very firm in his conviction. He said, "God did appear to me. I have seen His glory and I am blinded to everything else. I am willing; I am determined. This is what I must do."
The father loved his son, and maybe after much discussion, finally, the father said, "All right, if you really want to leave, I will go with you." He took over the initiative, instead of God taking the initiative. "In the beginning God." But now there was a shift. Terah took over the lead. It was not Abraham who took his father with him; it was Terah who took Abraham. Terah did not have the vision. He did not see the glory of God. He had not heard the voice of God, but he took the initiative. And no wonder, instead of going all the way, he stopped midway because to him that was enough.
Do you remember another man, that young man Saul? He was on the way to Damascus on a special mission. He was going there to seize upon those who were disciples of our Lord Jesus to bring them to Jerusalem to sentence them. But on the way to Damascus, God met him. The Lord Jesus met him on the way. He saw the righteous One, he heard His voice, and he surrendered his life. God was calling him to a different life. God was turning him around. And this young man was so convicted he determined to go this way. So you remember his second question was: "Lord, what do you want me to do?"
This young man said in Galatians 1, "It has pleased God to reveal His Son in me." When he received this revelation, he said, "I do not consult with flesh and blood. I will go to Arabia." There, for about tlffee years, he re-read the word of God in the light of Christ, and what a difference it made.
So brothers and sisters, we need to know God our Father. We need to know what is meant by: God is the beginning. God, being the beginning, does not mean that He is just limited to the first step and then He leaves it to us to know how to go on. We know the name of God is the beginning and the end. He is not only the beginning, He is also the end, and He is all that is in between. So, "in the beginning" does not mean just at the start. It means the beginning all the way to the end. And this is something that we sometimes do not understand. This is one meaning of the Fatherhood of God.
When God begins, He is responsible for all that follows. He has to be the first in all things. He is the first; He is the last. He is the Alpha; He is the Omega. All the way you have to acknowledge Him as the beginning and the end. This is the Fatherhood of God.
 
ABRAHAM CONSULTS WITH FLESH AND BLOOD
When Abraham was called to this life of faith, he did not know this principle. He consulted with flesh and blood. He allowed man to take over the next step, and when this happened, the obedience was not complete. He did go out of his native land; he did leave many of his kindred. But his father's family, including his father and his nephew Lot, went out with him. It was not a complete obedience of faith. Because of that, they stopped in the middle. We do not know how many years they stayed in Haran, but even in Haran Abraham began to accumulate more wealth. And during that period there was no appearing of God; there was no word from God. But thank God, He again took the initiative. There was nothing Abraham could do. Once he took that wrong step there was nothing he could do to correct it. But again, the mercy of God came to Abraham. God removed his father. And I believe it is then that Genesis 12 begins.
"And Jehovah had said to Abram." Most likely God spoke to him the second time. God just repeated what He had said before, but maybe He just added something to it: "And from your father's house." It is as if God said, "You have not left your father's house. You need to leave your father's house." In the record here you find God gave him promises. He not only called him by glory, but God gave him promises. He said, "I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. And Abram departed as Jehovah had said to him" (Genesis 12:2-4).
Brothers and sisters, when the God of glory calls us, we are not supposed to consult with flesh and blood, because if we do, immediately our way will not be straight. Consulting with flesh and blood does not just mean consulting with someone else because we ourselves are flesh and blood. In other words, when God calls us, we should not consider or consult with our own self. Nor should we inquire of other people, because if we do, people will take up the initiative or we ourselves will take over to fulfill God's call. It is only by the grace of God. So we need to surrender ourselves to God so completely, depending upon His grace, because once we consult with flesh and blood, we will not be able to obey fully.
 
THE GREATEST AND PRECIOUS PROMISES
But thank God, in spite of our weaknesses, how often He in His mercy rescues us and brings us back to where God wants us to be. He gives us promises to encourage us.
In II Peter 1:3-4 it says, "As His divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, through which He has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."
In verse 3, you find He calls us by glory and virtue. But in verse 4, you find He has given to us the greatest and precious promises. Why has He given us these greatest and precious promises? It is by these greatest and precious promises that He encourages us and He strengthens us in our faith that we may become the partakers of His divine nature.
Is it not true with us today? God calls us by His glory, but He knows how weak we are, so He reinforces His calling with many promises. And these are the greatest and precious promises. What are these promises? He not only gives us life, but He promised that He would give us the Holy Spirit. Can any promise be greater than the Holy Spirit?
You remember, on the night of our Lord's betrayal His disciples were sorrowful. And the Lord said, "I do not leave you as orphans. I am coming to you. I am coming in the another Comforter. And He will not only be with you, He will be in you; and He will never leave you. We will come and dwell in you. I will give you My own name. When you pray to the Father in My name, you will be heard. I promise you that I will intercede for you without ceasing to save you to the uttermost. I promise that I will come back and receive you that where I am, there you will be also." Then He promised us the kingdom. These are all the greatest and precious promises.
All these promises of God are given to us to encourage us to walk this life of faith, to enable us to leave the corrupted world behind and to be partakers of His divine nature. What had happened to Abraham now has happened to us. How much God is like a father! This is the heart of the Father. The Father loves the Son, and out of His love He wants His Son to receive everything. Because of that He promises, He provides, He gives everything.
So how do we know God as Father? We know God as Father through His promises. What a great Father He is because His promises are the greatest and the most precious. He provides everything that we need on our journey of faith.
 
ABRAHAM LEAVES HARAN WITH LOT
Abraham, being encouraged, went out of Haran. And yet the Bible says, "And Lot went with him." I personally feel there is a little difference here, because in chapter 11 it was Terah who took Abraham and Lot. This time God spoke to him again reminding him of his father's house. To me, I feel most likely Abraham was going to obey God fully at this time, but Lot determined to go with him. It was not Abraham who took Lot with him; it was Lot who decided he wanted to go, too.
The name Lot means, "veil." Lot was a veiled person. He did not have vision. He did not have a firsthand knowledge of God. He did not know God. He was a veiled person. He just followed. Lot wanted to follow Abraham, but how far could he follow? And if he followed Abraham it was really a problem to Abraham. But since Lot was his nephew, Abraham found it very difficult to refuse.
 
DEPENDING ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
Lot went with Abraham, and they began to travel to Canaan. When they arrived there, the Bible says the Canaanites were there. God had said, "Go to the place where I am going to lead you." Maybe in the mind of Abraham, certainly God was going to lead him to a place of glory, a land flowing with milk and honey, a land all ready for him. But unfortunately, when he arrived, there were people living there, the Canaanites. The seven tribes of Canaan were the most wicked people at that time. They were very vicious. There were giants among them. They were so evil that God was going to destroy them, and Abraham found them there. When Abraham arrived there, being new in this life of faith, he probably would have been very disappointed.
So you find it says in chapter 12:7: "And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land." In other words, Abram needed encouragement. He needed to be reassured. It is as if God said, "There is no mistake. I am going to give you this land and I will give this land to your seed." Abram believed in God, and he built an altar.
By all outward appearances, it seemed to be a contradiction. God was calling him out of Ur of Chaldea into the place the God of glory would prepare for him. But what did he see? It was a place even worse than Ur of Chaldea because a worse people occupied that place. But there was no mistake. So God encouraged him. God appeared to him and said, "Unto thy seed I will give this land." And Abraham believed, and he built an altar.
Often, in our journey of faith, we will meet situations that seem to be contradictory to the promises of God, but God makes no mistakes. We are encouraged, and if we have faith and are not governed by sight, we believe that what God has said will come to pass. Faith is believing in the faithfulness of God. Faith is not sight.
It is not feeling. Faith does not depend upon us. Faith is depending on the faithfulness of God. Abraham believed in God.
 
TWO PROMISES TO ABRAHAM
But there were many trials. While he was in the Promised Land, he lived in tents, because he was a stranger and a sojourner there. Think of that! By faith, Abraham sojourned in the land of promise as a stranger and a sojourner. He lived in tents.
There are two things that God promised Abraham. One was the land. God would give him the whole land of Canaan to be his inheritance. The other promise of God was a seed. These are the two greatest promises that God had given to Abraham, but he started out with none. He had neither a seed nor a land. He did not even have one son because God shut up the womb of Sarai. He did not even have a piece of land. The only piece of land that he later possessed was the cave of Machpelah and the field he bought from the Hittite to bury the dead. Throughout his life, he did not possess a piece of land, only that burial place. Yet, these were the promises of God to him, and based on these promises he sojourned in the land.
There was famine in Canaan and he was tempted into going to Egypt. We will not go into the details, but by the grace of God he was brought out of Egypt and returned to the Promised Land. However, then something happened. Because of his failure in obeying God—not because of his success in following God—he accumulated lots of wealth. He accumulated wealth in Haran and then in Egypt. He accumulated lots of sheep and cattle, bondmen and bondwomen. And this became a problem for a sojourner, a stranger in the land.
 
LOT AND ABRAHAM SEPARATE
Unfortunately, Lot, who followed him, also accumulated lots of wealth. Because they had so many flocks, the land where they were was not enough for them. They did not quarrel, but their herdsmen began to quarrel, and they quarreled in the sight of the Canaanites. There was no testimony. Finally, Abraham said to Lot, "This land is not enough for us. You make the choice. If you go to the east, I will go to the west. If you go to the south, I will go to the north." And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. It was like a garden of Eden. It was like Egypt from where they had just come. So he made the choice. He chose the best.
Naturally speaking, since Abraham was the uncle and Lot was the nephew, Lot should have given the priority of choice to his uncle. But there was greediness in Lot because he was a man of flesh; he had no vision. He had to grasp things by himself. He could not afford to let God give. So, without any natural courtesy at all, he chose what he saw.
But look at Abraham, a man of faith. He knew God had promised him. No matter what other people may choose, it was his. He could afford to be humble.
After Lot left, God appeared to Abraham and said, "Lift up your eyes. Look at the east and west, north and south. All you can see is yours." Then God said, "Your seed also will be like the dust of the earth."
At every trial, God increased his promise. When Lot took away the better part of the land, God promised Abraham all the land. When he had no seed, God promised his seed would be as the dust of the earth. Every time a trial came, every time the promise increased. This is the Fatherhood of God.
In our life of faith, whenever we are met with a trial, if we do not try to stand on our rights, if we trust in Him, every time there will be a fresh promise to us. There will be an increase in the promises. Thank God for that!
 
ABRAHAM REJECTS THE OFFER OF THE WORLD
Then you find there was the battle between the four kings and the five kings. God used Abraham to deliver his nephew. He was met by Melchizedek, and Melchizedek gave him wine and bread. Melchizedek reminded him that the victory was not by his own power. It was the Most High God that gave Abraham victory to prepare him to reject the offer of the king of Sodom. He did not want to exercise the right of victory. He should have had all the spoil; .that was his right. But he willingly gave up his right because he knew he was blessed by God. He would not be blessed by the world. He would not let Sodom say they made Abraham rich. He depended totally upon God. Thank God.
This is another kind of temptation when we are in the way of faith. Sometimes we are tempted by the world. By the grace of God, we may have a great victory, yet the world tries to tempt us. By the grace of God, reject the offer of the world. If we are rich, we are rich by God.
 
ABRAHAM'S LET DOWN
After this victory, in Genesis 15 you find Abraham was afraid. Often, after a great victory, there will be a great let down, as if you are exhausted. When Abraham sat down and began to review the past, he said, "What have I done? I have only a little over three hundred trained servants, and I have defeated four kings. What if they come back and take revenge? What can I do?"
In our walk of faith, oftentimes by the grace of God we gain a great victory, but after that you may find there is a letting down. So you review what has happened. You thought it was you who did it, and how can you do it a second time? You begin to. fear. So God appeared to Abraham again. "After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward" (Genesis 15:1).
Look at Abraham. Instead of believing in God right away, God had to say, "I am your shield. I am your great reward. You rejected the offer of the king of Sodom. How can it be compared with Me being your reward? Why are you afraid?"
Abraham said, "What will you give me seeing I go childless and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus." Abraham began to be very talkative. He said again, "To me Thou hast given no seed. And behold a son of mine house will be my heir." We would say, spiritually, he was at a low ebb. He began to question God: "What will you reward me? If you reward me, who is going to inherit it? You have not given me even a son. And the one in my house, my steward, Eliezer of Damascus, will inherit everything." (He got Eliezer when they sojourned in Haran.)
Can you imagine how low Abraham's spirit was? But how gracious God was! God told him, "This shall not be thine heir, but he that will come forth out of thy body shall be thine heir." But God knew that to promise Abraham by word was not enough. So God led him out of the tent at night and said, "Look up. See if you can count the stars. Your seed shall be as the stars of the heaven." And Abraham believed in God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.
How fatherly God is! He knows our frailty. How He
condescends Himself to our level in order to lift us up! Brothers and sisters, I see the Fatherhood of God there.
 
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
It is the same thing with the land. Abraham at that time was not able to believe, so God made a covenant with him. A covenant is a contract; it is legally binding. It is more than just a promise. It is a promise put into a legal binding. In other words, it cannot be broken. For God to covenant with man is unthinkable because what God says is true. His word is dependable. But because we are so weak and we are so undependable, God condescends to our level. He binds Himself in a covenant: "This I promise to do. Not only do I promise, but I bind Myself under a legal binding. There is no escape for Me if I do not do it." Think of that! That is the love of God. And because of that, Abraham's faith was strengthened. He was able to believe that indeed God would give him that land.
God gave Abraham these two promises and, increasingly, you find God strengthened these promises. Later on, after they had sojourned in the land for ten years and Sarai still could not give birth, she finally suggested, "Let's help God a little bit." Sarai gave Abram her slave girl, Hagar, whom she got in Egypt. Whatever you get from the world in your failure, you find there will be a problem there. Then, through Hagar, when Abram was eighty-six years old, he got Ishmael. Again, you find there is a problem. So, we need to experience Him more in our lives and learn to trust Him fully.
 
Let's have a word of prayer:
Dear heavenly Father, we do praise and thank Thee, Thou has not only called us by Thy glory, but Thou hast given us the greatest and precious promises, that we may be partakers of Thy divine nature and escape the corruption in the world by lust. We pray, Lord, that as Thou dost lead us in this way of faith, that we may, by Thy grace, experience Thee more and more, that we may be brought to the place that we can trust Thee fully. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
 

III. THE GOD WHO IS ALL SUFFICIENT
 
Hebrews 11: 17-19—By faith Abraham, when tried, offered up Isaac, and he who had received to himself the promises offered up his only begotten son, as to whom it had been said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called: counting that God was able to raise him even from among the dead, whence also he received him in a figure.
 
Let's have a word of prayer:
 
Dear heavenly Father, we thank Thee for bringing us to this day. We thank Thee for Thy faithfulness in the past days and we continue to look to Thee. Without Thee we can do nothing. How we need Thy Spirit of wisdom and revelation that we may know Thee in a living way. Dear Lord, deliver us from that which is merely mental. May Thy Holy Spirit lead us into the truth that we may really touch reality because Thou art the God of reality. Dear Lord, we just present ourselves before Thee and pray that Thou wilt work in each one of our lives until Thou Thyself be satisfied. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
The theme of this conference is: Knowing God, but I hope that by this time knowing God is more than just a theme for us. Knowing God has become a life, a reality to us. How we need to depend upon the Spirit of God! On the one hand we need His revelation; on the other hand we need Him to lead us into truth. So may we continue to have a spirit of waiting upon the Lord, asking that He will really open our understanding that we may know Him in a real way.
We say the only way to know God is to know Him in life. One of the names of God is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. God is one who has relationship with people and He is drawing people to Himself. The more He reveals Himself to us, the more we are being drawn into Him. He is the God of Abraham. In His dealing with Abraham, He reveals to us that He is God the Father. In His dealing with Isaac, He reveals to us that He is God the Son. And in His working with Jacob, He reveals to us that He is God the Holy Spirit. We need to know God as Father in life; we need to know the Son in experience; and we need to know the Holy Spirit likewise.
We have mentioned that the God of Abraham is the God who calls. In other words, God is the beginning. He is the beginning of the life of Abraham. It is true that before God's call, Abraham did have a life, but it was a rotten life. It was a life that leads to death. It was an inglorious life, a life that is not worthy to live. But God made a beginning in Abraham. The God of glory appeared to him and called him out of all the old relationships, and he entered into a new life. God called him to enter into a life of faith.
 
A LIFE OF FAITH
In the same way, God is dealing with us. One day, God calls us and reveals His beloved Son to us. That makes a departure in our lives. We leave the old behind us and we are called to live a life of faith. Do not think that only a few are supposed to live by faith. As a matter of fact, we are all called to live a life of faith. This is the only way that God calls us to live, and He calls us by His glory. His glory attracts us. His glory enables us to leave the old behind and to follow Him wherever He leads. We do not know where He will be leading us, but we know that He will lead us to glory. We do not know where, but we know Who is leading us. In other words, we put ourselves in His hands and allow Him to lead us wherever it pleases Him. This is the life of faith.
We also mentioned that when God called Abraham into a life of faith, God had to do much work in his life. Today, even though we say Abraham is the father of faith, from the record in the word of God, when he was called to this life of faith, actually you find there were many failures and weaknesses. But God worked in his life and gradually brought him to the place where he could be called a father of faith.
Then we began to see how God led him. God called him by His glory, and in order to encourage him in this life of faith, God also gave him many precious promises. God promised him that he would have a seed and God promised him that he would inherit a land. However, when he entered into the land, he had neither a son nor a piece of land. But God revealed to him that he would give this land to his seed. Abraham believed in God, and he built an altar to God. But then you find he met trial because there was famine in the land. This was supposed to be a land flowing with milk and honey, but unexpectedly, there was a famine. And Abraham went to Egypt. When Abraham was in Egypt, during that short period, God did not appear to him. God did not speak to him. Even though outwardly, because of his going to Egypt, he did receive many cattle and many things, and yet God was silent to him. I think this also happens to us today.
When God calls us into a life of faith, we find that sometimes our situations are entirely the opposite. We expect that if we follow the Lord we will be blessed by the Lord. It will be smooth sailing. Formerly, we had many problems, many difficulties, but now there should be no problems and no difficulties. Unexpectedly, we find that there are. We find we are met with the trial of faith because through the trial of faith we will be refined. As a matter of fact, Abraham was rebuked by Pharaoh. Finally, by the grace of God, God led him back into the Promised Land.
Because Abraham and Lot accumulated much wealth in Haran and in Egypt, it became impossible for them to live together in peace. You know, when we accumulate too much of the things of the world, we are not able to dwell together in peace. So finally, Abraham and Lot had to be separated. Lot chose the better part. But thank God, after Lot left Abraham, God appeared to him again and said to him: "Look to the east, west, north, and south. Whatever you can see is yours. Rise up and walk over the land."
When you are living this life of faith, if you believe in God, if you believe in His promises, you can be generous. It is not necessary for you to try to grasp everything. You will find that everything is given by God.
Abraham continued before God. Lot began to move his tent toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and eventually he lived in the city of Sodom. Abraham continued to live in tents because by faith he sojourned in the land that God had promised him as a stranger and sojourner. After Lot was taken captive by the four kings, Abraham rescued him and he was met by Melchizedek. Melchizedek reminded him that it was the Most High God who gave him this victory. Melchizedek greeted him with wine and bread to prepare him to resist temptation from the king of Sodom who said, "Just give us the souls and you can have all the spoil." And Abraham said, "I will not take anything from you lest you say that you made Abraham rich." Our richness is in God. After the great victory, because he rejected the offer of the king of Sodom, there was a great let down for Abraham. He began to be afraid. He was fearful lest the four kings take revenge on him later.
Then the Lord appeared to him in a vision: "Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward." But at that time Abraham was at low ebb. He could not believe what God has said to him. He said, "Lord, if you want to bless me, what is the good of it? You have not given me a child. My servant, Eliezer, the steward from Damascus will inherit everything." He could not believe or trust in God. For this reason God had to do something more. He did not just promise by word, but God led him out and asked him to look at the sky. And God said, "If you can count the stars, then you can count your seed." And Abraham believed in God and this was reckoned to him as righteousness.
When it came to the land God gave him, God made a covenant with him. Here you find the lovingkindness of God. How He condescends Himself to our level by binding Himself in a covenant in order to increase our faith in Him! And when God did that, Abraham believed in God.
 
THE FLESH CANNOT WAIT
Abraham had been in the Promised Land for ten years, but still there was no sign of God's promises being fulfilled. He still had no son. At this juncture, flesh and blood again began to intrude into the work of God. His wife Sarai made a suggestion: "Let us help God fulfill His promise. Here is my handmaid, Hagar, of Egypt. I will give her to you that through her I may get a seed."
Instead of waiting upon God, Abraham accepted this human reasoning. He thought by doing that he would be helping God fulfill His promise. Dear brothers and sisters, the God who promises is the God who fulfills. The Father who promises will provide what He has promised. He does not need any help. The more we try to help God, the more trouble we create. So instead of trusting God to fulfill His promise, Abraham and his wife tried to help God to fulfill His promise. In so doing, they created trouble.
It was when Abraham was in Egypt that he got Hagar who became a real problem in that family. Oftentimes, we find the same thing in our lives. We know that the flesh is not able to wait. To wait is most difficult for the flesh. So whenever there is a promise of God, instead of waiting for God to fulfill it, the flesh will rise up and try to help God in bringing it to pass. But what the flesh has brought to pass is not acceptable to God.
 
DISCIPLINE IS FOR GOOD
So Abraham failed in his life of faith and Ishmael was born when he was eighty-six years old. During those years, until he was ninety-nine, there was complete silence from God. God was completely silent to him. In other words, so far as God was concerned, those years were wasted; they did not count. Those years were years he had departed from the way of faith and he was put under God's discipline.
Brothers and sisters, whenever we find God is silent to us and does not appear to us, remember, we are most likely under His discipline. Discipline is a hard thing. But in Hebrews 12, it says, "Do not despise or faint under discipline because discipline or chastening comes from God our Father."
Being God the Father, He will chasten his sons. Now if one is not being chastened, he is a bastard and not a son. When earthly fathers discipline their children, they chasten them according to what they think is right, and it is just temporary. But when God our Father chastens us, it is for our eternal good that we may be made partakers of His holiness. And when we are under discipline, it is a time of sorrow. It is a time of grief, but afterwards it will produce the fruit of righteousness.
Again, you find in the life of Abraham, during those years from eighty-six years old to ninety-nine, God put him under discipline. Discipline is for good. Discipline is to mature us. The word chastening means, "child training." Because we are His children, therefore the love of the Father wants to train us, wants to complete us, wants us to grow up to maturity. Discipline is absolutely necessary.
Today, among God's people, discipline is something that is despised. We despise it as if it is no good. So we reject discipline from God. On the other hand, there are people who faint under the disciplining hand of God. When God disciplines us, we faint. In other words, we are not able to accept God's discipline and be benefited.
When we are under the disciplining hand of God, what should our attitude be? Out attitude should be that we submit ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He may exalt us. Whenever we are under discipline, remember it is the Father's hand, and behind the discipline is the love of the Father. I believe this is something that we need to understand. If we know that it is the Father, if we know that it is the Father's hand, then we will love to be disciplined because we know that it is for our good.
In the old days, there was a sister whose name was Madame Guyon who said that she would kiss the hand of God's discipline. What is our attitude towards God's discipline? Do we despise it? If we do, we will not be profited by it. Or do we just faint under it? That means we cannot be disciplined and then we will not be matured. But if we submit ourselves under the discipline of God, then thank God, one day He will exalt us. So discipline is also showing us God the Father.
If God has never disciplined you in your life, if He allows you to do whatever you like, then you are a bastard and not a son. So thank God for discipline.
 
THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF GOD
After being disciplined for a number of years, when Abraham was ninety-nine years old, we find in Genesis 17: "And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I am the Almighty God: walk before My face, and be perfect."
In due time, God came to him to exalt him. And God said to Abraham: "I am the Almighty God. I am the all-sufficient God. I am the God who is able. I am the God who supplies your every need. Walk before Me and be perfect." In other words, God told him that in the past he had not walked before God. He was not perfect. The reason was that he did not know God was the Almighty God. He did not know that God was all-sufficient. He thought that God was not sufficient enough, so he had to find other ways to fulfill the promise. Through his failure, God gave him new revelation. God showed him what a God he is. He is not only the beginning, He is not only the one who promises, He is the Almighty God, the all-sufficient God. And if you trust Him, you can walk before His face and be perfect.
Here you find a further revelation of God Himself. Our God is all-sufficient. There is nothing too hard for him. He can do anything, everything. And He can supply all our needs. This is fatherhood.
When you are young, your concept of your father is that your father can do anything and everything. Whenever you have a problem you go to your father. Sometimes when your friend has a problem, maybe he has something that needs to be fixed, you say, "Oh, my father can do it." That is fatherhood. We need to know that God is Father. There is nothing that He cannot do. He is all-sufficient. And if you just go to Him you will find ample supply.
Our problem lies in this: we think that God is not sufficient, therefore we have to go somewhere else to find fulfillment. When you read the letter to the Colossians, you find that they had a good beginning, and yet as they were seeking to be perfect, they thought God was not sufficient, the Lord Jesus was not sufficient. They could enter through the door by Christ Jesus, but to find fulfillment they had to go somewhere else to complete it. They went to ritualism. They went to philosophy. They went to mysticism. And because of this they were led astray.
 
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
Brothers and sisters, we need to know God is the Almighty God. Our Father is all-sufficient. If there is any need in our life, we go to Him. All that He has promised us, He Himself will fulfill.
Again, God exhorted Abraham. God said, "I will make a covenant with you. You shall no more be called Abram, but you shall be called Abraham." Abram means "high father," but Abraham means the "father of multitudes." And God said, "I will give you a sign for the covenant. And that sign is circumcision. Every male in your family should be circumcised. That is the sign of My covenant with you." In other words, it is the cutting off of the flesh that you can inherit the covenant.
And God also said to him, "Your wife should not be called Sarai anymore. She shall be called Sarah." You know, Sarai means "my princess" and Sarah means. "princess." My princess is just in the eyes of Abraham. It is just within that family. But prince is the prince of the nations. Isn't it strange that at this time Abraham only had Ishmael, and Sarah did not have any sons? So naturally, Abraham said to God, "May Ishmael live before You." And God said, "No. Sarah shall give birth to a son; and that will be the seed that will inherit the covenant."
Thank God, Abraham believed in God. He circumcised all the males in his family. To the world this seemed to be a thing to laugh at. Abram, the one who had no sons, was now to be called Abraham. Isn't that a funny thing? But the natural man does not understand the things of God. It is a life of faith. Abraham believed in God and because of that, he circumcised his family.
 
ABRAHAM KNEW GOD'S HEART
Then again, in his life of faith, God appeared to Abraham and showed him that He would destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. And Abraham interceded for Lot before God. He became a friend of God because through the years he had built up such a friendship with Him. God said, "What I am going to do, I will have to tell him." God would not hide anything from him because He said, "I know Abraham; he will instruct his sons and the sons of his sons." So God told him that he was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, and Abraham pleaded with God. He knew God. He knew God in a living way so his prayer was according to God. He said, "God, You are the righteous God. Will you destroy the whole city if there are fifty righteous persons? Certainly, You, the righteous God will not do it."
And God said, "If can I find fifty righteous men, I will not destroy the city." And Abraham said, "Lord, if there are five lacking, only forty-five, will you do it?" And God said, "I will not do it."
Then Abraham said, "Lord, do not be angry." He knew God was compassionate. So he said, "If there are only forty, if there are only thirty, if there are only twenty, if there are only fifteen, if there are only ten, will you do it?" And God said, "If there are ten, I will not destroy it." And God left him.
Here you find a person who had followed God for so long that he knew the very heart of God. In a way, he began to take upon himself that father's heart. Lot had given Abraham so much trouble, and yet Abraham could intercede for him before God.
Brothers and sisters, the more you know God the Father, the more the Father character will be built up within you. You will be drawn to be like Him. That is why we say Abraham is the father of faith.
 
GOD CONTINUES TO PURIFY ABRAHAM
There were not ten righteous persons in Sodom, but when God destroyed Sodom, He remembered Lot. It was because of the prayer of Abraham. But after this incident again you find something very strange. Abraham rose up in the morning, and when he saw the smoke in that area, he knew that something had happened. Strangely, it had a kind of effect upon his life. A fear began to grow within him. He began to move to the south, further away, as if he were afraid there would be more judgment. He went to the land of the Philistines in the south. He was still in Canaan, but it was a place where the Philistines were in control. And again he committed the same mistake.
But thank the Lord; God again rescued him. And it was only after that, in chapter 21, that what God, had promised Abraham was fulfilled. Isaac was born. When Isaac was weaned, Sarah noticed that Ishmael, the son of Hagar, was mocking. So Sarah told Abraham, "You have to cast out Hagar and Ishmael because they cannot inherit together with my son." Abraham, of course, was grieved because he had a natural affection for Ishmael. But God told him, "You listen to your wife. Only Isaac will inherit."
So, Hagar and Ishmael left. Again you find the Fatherhood of God. God was purifying Abraham. Anything and everything that he had picked up through his life, that he had picked up from the world, that he had gathered to himself during his failures, would be attached to him and hinder him from following the Lord completely. They had become weights in his life of faith. But thank God, God began to relieve him of these weights one after another until he was completely free in his obedience to God's command. God was complete in him.
Brothers and sisters, God will do the same with us. On our way of faith, in our failures, we begin to gather things into our lives. These will be weights to us. And these weights have to be laid down; otherwise we are not able to run the race. Sometimes we find that we cannot lay these weights down, but God will enable us to do it. God wants to perfect us that we may be pure before Him.
 
A STRANGER AND SOJOURNER ON EARTH
God promised Abraham two things	a seed and a land. But
Abraham, by faith, sojourned in the Land of Promise as a stranger and a sojourner. So far as the land is concerned, throughout his life he did not get a piece of it except the burial ground he bought. He was a sojourner in the Promised Land. As far as the seed is concerned, it was not until almost the very end that he got just one son not nations. But Abraham sojourned in the land by faith. Why?
When you read the book of Hebrews, you find the land and the seed were only shadows. Canaan was but a shadow. By faith, Abraham could see through the ages; he could see a city built with foundations whose designer and builder is God. He could see a country, a better country afar off by faith. And because he had seen it, he could live in the shadow without really possessing it. What he really longed to possess was that city with foundations. He longed for that better country. That is the reality. And with that reality in view, he lived in the Promised Land as a sojourner and a stranger.
Even with Isaac, his son, he saw that the nations would be blessed through that seed. But Isaac to him was also just a shadow. In John 8:56 our Lord Jesus said, "Your father Abraham exalted when he saw My days. When he saw Me he rejoiced." By faith, in Isaac Abraham could see far off to the reality, who is Christ, the seed—notthe seeds.
Paul said in Galatians 3, "It is the seed"; when all God's promises will be fulfilled and the seed is Christ. Abraham, by faith, could even see that. It is that seed that shall be like the sands of the seashore, like the stars in the sky. That is the faith of Abraham. So he could afford to sojourn in the Promised Land as a stranger and as a soj ourner.
Is that not true with us today? God has already brought us to a place that gives us a better view. He has already shown us the Son. All the fulness of God is in the Son, and we are complete in Him. He has already shown us the New Jerusalem, that city with foundations. It is a better country that we are looking forward to, so we can afford to live on this earth as sojourners and strangers.
The reason we are tempted to make this earth our home, the reason we are rooted to the earth, to the world, is because we lack vision. We do not see Christ and all His fulness. We do not see the better country. Oh, if only we could see that in the Son we will find everything. He will lead us into glory—many sons into glory. If only we can see the New Jerusalem, if we live for the Son, if we live for the New Jerusalem, we can be sojourners and strangers on the earth. Thank God for that.
 
ABRAHAM S FINAL TESTING
In Genesis 22:1-2 it says, "And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! And he said, Here am I. And He said, Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of."
"After these things." In other words, God had brought Abraham so far. He had walked in the way of faith for a long time and God had brought him to be the father of faith. He knew God as the Father. After these things, then God tried him.
God will not try or test anyone before time. It is only after God has deposited enough in us that He will test us. There is a great difference between God's testing and Satan's tempting.
In James 1:13-15 it says, "Let no man, being tempted, say, I am tempted of God. For God cannot be tempted by evil things, and He Himself tempts no one. But every one is tempted, drawn away, and enticed by his own lust; then lust, having conceived, gives birth to sin; but sin fully completed brings forth death."
God never tempts anyone. God cannot be tempted. If you try to tempt God, as the children of Israel did in the wilderness when they tempted God ten times, it means that they did not believe God. They tried to tempt God and they were rejected because God cannot be tempted, nor does He tempt anyone. If we are being tempted it is because of the flesh within us. It is because of our own lust.
Satan tries to draw out the lust of the flesh from within us, and that is temptation. So temptation is aimed at the flesh, the lust in us, and tries to draw it out. When one is tempted, then he commits sin and sin fully completed brings forth death. But God does not tempt anyone.
But thank God, He does test us. What is God's testing? First of all, He deposits something of Himself into our lives and then He tests what He has deposited in us. He tries to draw out that which He has deposited in us. When that is being brought forth, it will be righteousness, our righteousnesses, the righteousnesses of the saints. It will be something that will glorify God, because when we are tested; then what God has put in will be manifested. The result will be that God will be glorified and we will be blessed.
As our heavenly Father deposits so much of Himself in us, then He will begin to test it. So God said to Abraham: "Take your son, your only son, your beloved Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him up as a burnt offering."
The testing is very clear. God knew that of all the things He had given to Abraham there was nothing more precious to him than Isaac. God even reminded him of that when He said, "Your son, your only begotten son, the son that you love, Isaac. There is no mistake. I want you to take him to the land of Moriah. On one of the mountains that I will show you, offer him up as a burnt offering, a who offering." In other words, offer him completely.
 
GOD IS ALL AND IN ALL
Why did God do that? It is because God is not only the beginning; He is also the end. He had a beginning in the life of Abraham; He wanted to show that He is also the end in the life of Abraham. In other words, He wanted to show that He is everything. He wanted to be above all things to Abraham, that Abraham would love the Giver more than the gift. Everything that came from God would return to God and Abraham would not retain anything for himself. "Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength."
We need to see that God is all and in all. What comes out from God returns to God and there is nothing being kept back. There is absolute love toward God because His love towards us is absolute. He loves us so much that He gave His only begotten Son to us and with Him all things. He does not reserve anything for Himself. And He wanted Abraham to show the same thing.
By faith, Abraham offered up Isaac. He fully understood. He knew that Isaac was his only begotten son. Not only that, he also knew that all God's promises centered upon that son. How could he offer up Isaac? Even if he was willing to offer Isaac, how about God? What about all the promises of God? How could God's promises be fulfilled? If he depended upon his own rational reasoning he could go back to God and say, "You must have made a mistake. It is all right for me to give up Isaac, but how are You going to fulfill all of Your promises? For Your sake I will not offer Isaac."
Here again you find a person who knew God. Because Abraham knew God, he knew there was no mistake. According to the book of Hebrews, even before he offered up Isaac, he knew he would receive Isaac back in resurrection. It was as if he had already received Isaac in resurrection because he knew that all God's promises to him would be fulfilled in Isaac. God would not contradict Himself. God was not only the beginning to Abraham, He was the end. Everything must go back to Him.
Look at the way he reacted. Early in the morning he got up and made all the preparations. He took his son Isaac and two young men with him. He prepared the wood; he prepared the fire; he even prepared the knife. Then he started the journey, which was to be a three days' journey. Why was it three days? Was God just giving him a hard time? No, it was as if God said, "Do not do it by impulse. I will give you plenty of time to think and reconsider."
But Abraham was determined. They arrived at the land of Moriah. They saw the mount afar off. Abraham left the two young men behind because flesh and blood could not understand. If Abraham tried to bind Isaac and put him on the altar, these two young men would certainly say that Abraham was wrong and try to rescue the situation. So Abraham left these two young men behind because they did not understand. He put the wood upon the shoulders of Isaac, and Abraham handled the fire and the knife. Then he and Isaac walked to the mount.
 
GOD WILL PROVIDE
Then there was another testing. Isaac said to his father, "You have the wood, you have the fire, but where is the lamb, where is the sacrifice?" It was like a sword that cut into the very heart of Abraham. Truly, the way of faith is the way of the cross. Along this way of faith, Abraham was actually walking through the way of the cross—a continuous cutting off, cutting off, cutting off And now this is the last cutting. Abraham said, "God will provide."
They went to the mount, built an altar, put the wood on it, and Abraham bound Isaac. Isaac, at that time, was a young man, and Abraham was a very old person. If Isaac did not agree, Abraham could not fulfill his promise to God. But Isaac cooperated. He was willing to be offered. Abraham was not pretending. He actually lifted up his knife to slaughter his son. But then a voice from heaven said, "Abraham, Abraham, stop your hand. I know that you fear Me. You do not hold back anything from Me. You have passed the test." And Abraham looked around and saw a ram caught in the thicket, so he offered this ram instead. There he worshiped God.
 
TRUE WORSHIP
What is worship? Worship is giving God what He deserves, putting God in His rightful place. Worship is taking your proper place before God. Abraham worshiped God. He would not retain anything for himself. What God had given, he gave back to God. He believed that God the Father is all and in all. He deserves to have all. God was glorified and he received the blessing. God even took an oath. You know that when God says something it must be true. But God even took an oath that He would bless him and all the nations would be blessed through his seed.
Here, the life of Abraham seems to have come almost to the end. He knew God in a very unique way. God became the God of Abraham. Through Abraham, we know what kind of God He is, that indeed He is the Father.
So dear brothers and sisters, as we see that God is the God of Abraham, God wants to show us that He is our Father. He is our beginning; He is our end. He is the One who promises and He is the One who supplies. He is love, and it is His will to perfect us. So, by faith, may we just put ourselves in His hand, trust our Father, trust in His hand. He will mold us and fashion us that we too will begin to take upon us that father character and be a blessing to others.
 
Let us pray:
Dear heavenly Father, we do thank Thee that Thou art the God of Abraham and Thou art our heavenly Father. We do pray that by Thy grace we may come to know Thee as Father, that we may all know Thee as Father, that we may come to honor Thee as Father. We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
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